MAYNOOTH COLLEGE. 



E E P 0 E T 

OF THE 

VISITORS OT IAIIOOTH COLLEGE, 
1 8 6 4 , 



To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

May it please Your Majesty, 

We the undersigned visitors of the College of Maynooth, in pursuance of 
the Act passed in the Session held in the 8th and 9th years of Your Majesty’s 
reign, entitled, An Act to Amend Two Acts passed in Ireland for the Better 
Education of Persons Professing the Roman Catholic Religion, &c.,” and also 
an Act passed in the Parliament of the United Kingdom for amending the 
said two Acts, held on Wednesday, the 23d of November, a visitation of the 
said College. We met in the reception room of the College at half-past 
12 o’clock. 

A memorial from the senior students, to the effect that the full amount of 
the monies to which they conceived they had a strict right had not been 
appropriated for their exclusive benefit, was laid before the visitors. All the 
senior students were assembled. An explanatory statement in writing was 
furnished by the bursar, showing in detail, by a comparison of receipts and 
expenditure for the last 15 years, that the total unexpended surplus of the 
funds, to the exclusive benefit of which the senior students are entitled, only 
amounted at the end of the last financial year to the sum of 16 Z. 13 s. 6 d., 
and that this balance of the Dunboyne Estate was to the credit of the senior 
students. This statement was read for them ; the sections of the Act of 1845, 
defining the rights of the senior students, were also read ; and the Lord Chief 
Baron explained the nature and extent of their rights, under the Act of Parlia- 
ment. We ordered that a copy of the statement made by the bursar should be 
given to them ; and they were informed that if the explanation given by the 
bursar did not appear to them perfectly satisfactory, we were prepared then or 
at any future time to adjudicate in the matter ; and that if grounds should be 
shown for further inquiry into this matter, and on seeking- a decision of the 
visitors thereupon, arrangements would be made for holding a visitation for that 
purpose. 

We then proceeded to the great hall of the College, where the superiors, pro- 
fessors, and students were assembled. The roll of the College having been 
called overby the senior dean, it appeared that all the superiors and professors, 
20 in number, were in attendance ; 512 students answered to their names ; five 
being confined to the infirmary, were unable to attend the visitation. 

We inquired of the President whether he had any statement or complaint to 
make which called for our interference. The President replied that he had no 
statement or complaint to make which required the interference of the visitors. 
A similar inquiry was made of the other superiors and professors, and finally 
of the students. No complaint was made. 

We then announced that, if any ground of complaint should arise, it would 
be attended to, upon due notice of the same being given to any of the 
visitors. 

25. A We 
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We inquired whether the oath of allegiance had been taken by the students. 
The President replied that the oath of allegiance had been taken by all the 
students who had entered the College before the last quarter sessions for the 
county, that being the court at which the oath of allegiance has been admi- 
nistered (33 Geo. 3, c. 21, s. 14) to the students of Maynooth. 

The President then proceeded to report, by our desire, as to the number of 
superiors, professors, and students in the College since the last visitation. 

The superiors and professors are 20 in number ; the number and duties of 
all are the same as at the last visitation, as also the names, with the exception 
of the following : the Rev. Richard Hackett, Professor of Moral Philosophy, 
appointed in room of Rev. William Jennings, deceased ; Rev. James Hughes, 
junior dean, vice Richard Hackett, appointed Professor of Moral Philosophy ; 
Rev. Francis Lennon, Professor of Natural Philosophy, in room of Rev. N. J. 
Callan, d.d., deceased ; Rev. Hugh O'Rorke, Professor of English Elocution 
and French, in room of Rev. J. O’Donnell, deceased. The salaries of all are 
the same as at the last visitation, except those of the three last named, which are 
fixed at 193 /. 6 s. 4 d. 

The number of students on the books of the College at the opening of the 
schools, on the 12tli September 1864, was 534, viz. : — 



Senior students - 


_ 


_ 


. 


- 20 


Divines of the 4th year 


_ 


- 


_ 


- 36 


Divines of the 3d year 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- 76 


Divines of the 2d year 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- 86 


Divines of the 1st year 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- 90 


Physic class 


- 


- 


- 


- 87 


Logic class - 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- 69 


Rhetoric class - 


_ 


_ 


_ 


- 52 


Humanity class - 








- 18 
534 



The number of students actually in residence on the 12th of September 1864 
was 511. 



The number of students on the books, 23d November (the day of the visita- 
tion), was 535 ; the number actually in residence on that day was 517, 18 being 
absent on sick leave. 



The number of candidates for matriculation, who have presented themselves 
in the present year up to this date, has been 82. 

Of these, 70 have been admitted to matriculation ; viz., at the August entrance 
examination, 54; at the September examination, six; at the November ex- 
amination, 1 0. Twelve have been rejected from matriculation. 

The average yearly number of students in the College for the years since 
the last visitation, lias been 533 ; viz., 



At the opening of the classes in 1861-62 

Distributed into classes, as follows : 

Senior students 
Divines of the 4th year 
Divines of the 3d year - 
Divines of the 2d year - 
Divines of the 1st year 
Physic class - 

Logic class - 

Rhetoric class - - 

Humanity class - 



20 

29 

87 

79 

73 

73 

91 

51 

24 



- 527 



527 



Of these there were actually in residence at the opening of the classes, 517. 



At 
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At the opening of the classes, 1 862-63 


- 


- 




- 


- 


533 


viz., Senior students - 


- 


- 


- 


19 






Divines of the 4th year 


- 


- 


- 


49 






Divines of the 3d year - 


- 


- 


- 


69 






Divines of the 2d year - 


- 


- 


- 


69 






Divines of the 1st year 


- 


- 


- 


81 






Physic class 


- 


- 


- 


81 






Logic class 


- 


- 


- 


91 






Rhetoric class 


- 


- 


- 


5 1 






Humanity class - 


- 


- 


- 


23 












— 


533 




Of these were actually in attendance at the opening 


of the classes 


- 


517 


At the opening of the classes, 1863-64 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


538 


viz., Senior students - 


- 


- 


- 


20 






Divines of the 4th year 


- 


- 


- 


37 






Divines of the 3d year - 


- 


- 


- 


61 






Divines of 2d year 


- 


- 


- 


82 






Divines of the 1st year 


- 


- 


- 


89 






Physic class 


- 


- 


- 


83 






Logic class - 


- 


- 


- 


91 






Rhetoric class 


- 


- 


- 


39 






Humanity class - 


- 


- 


- 


36 












• 


538 




Of these there were actually in attendance, at the 


opening 




522 


of the classes - 


- 


- 


- 


- 




During the same period, the candidates 


for 


matriculation 




322 


have been ----- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




viz., in 1861-62 


- 


- 


- 


109 






in 1862-63 


- 


- 


- 


109 






in 1863-64 


- 


- 


- 


104 














— 


322 




Of these have been admitted to matriculation 








- 


293 


viz., in 1861-62 


- 


- 


- 


98 






in 1862-63 


- 


- 


- 


98 






in 1863-64 


- 


- 


- 


9 7 







Of the same number have been rejected from matriculation 

viz., in 1861-62 - - - - 11 

in 1862-63 - - - - 11 

in 1863-64 7 

Within the same period the number students ordained to 

the Holy Order of Priesthood has been - - " . 

viz., in 1861-62 ----- 59 

in 1862-63 - - - 59 

in 1863-64 - - - - 50 



293 
- 29 



29 



168 



168 



Of these 66 were ordained in the College at the yearly General Pentecost 
Ordination of their respective years ; and 102, by authority of their several 
Bishops, at special ordinations, held outside the College at various periods of 
the above-mentioned academical years. 

Within the same period, 64 students have left the College without being 
promoted to Holy Orders; of whom 12 have entered other ecclesiastical 
colleges. 

The general health of the students may be said to have improved since the 
a 2 last 
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last visitation. The highest average number of patients visiting the infirmary 
during the several months of 1861-62, 1862-63, 1863-64, occurred in the 
month of November 1861, when it amounted to 59; of whom, however, by 
far the larger proportion were day patients, suffering from cold and slight 
ailments. 

The highest monthly average in 1862-63 was in November 1862, when it 
reached 48. 

The highest monthly average in 1863-64 was that of March 1864, when it 
reached 54. 

Of the various cases of illness which have occurred since the last visitation, 
20 terminated fatally ; six in the College and 14 in the country. Among the 
deaths which took place in the College, three were of professors ; viz., Rev. 
James O’Donnell, Professor of English Elocution and French ; Rev. William 
Jennings, Professor of Moral Philosophy, and Rev. N. J. Callan, d.d., Professsor 
of Natural Philosophy. The proportion of deaths in the several years was very 
unequal ; those of 1861-62 being 11, and those of 1863-64, seven ; while the 
deaths of the intermediate year, 1862-63, only amounted to two. 

The improvements stated in the last Report to be in a state of preparation, 
have been since proceeded with, and in great part completed. The entire College 
(including all the students’ apartments) has been lighted with gas ; the metal 
window frames in the western wing of the new building have been staunched 
by the insertion of wood casings ; arrangements have been made for heating, 
by means of a hot-water apparatus, the apartments of the students as well as 
the great refectory, library, and prayer-liali ; the provision for the supply of 
water for the buildings has been improved. These four works, which have been 
carried out under the Act 23 & 24 Viet. c. 104, and by means of loans advanced 
by the Board of Works on the security of the fund provided by 8 & 9 Viet, 
c. 25, s. 6, are calculated to add materially to the comfort and health of the 
students. The fittings and decoration of the new library also have been com- 
pleted, and the books, with the exception of those in daily use, have been trans- 
ferred to it for the purpose of being arranged and catalogued. The building of 
the new infirmary is finished, but having inspected this building as well as other 
parts of the College, we regret that it remains unoccupied, from want of funds 
to provide the necessary fittings and furniture. An application for the advance 
of the necessary funds, under 23 & 24 Viet. c. 104, has been made to the Treasury, 
but is still pending. 

We were much struck by the crowded condition of the hall in which the 
students were assembled for the visitation, and still more on visiting the chapel, 
by the manifest inadequacy of the latter to the accommodation of so numerous 
a community, as well as by the poverty of its fittings, and its inappropriateness 
for the services of a collegiate body. We consider it our duty to repeat, in 
reference to these particulars, the report adopted by the visitors at a former 
visitation : “There is no hall for academical exhibitions, distribution of prizes, 
and any other public exercises, sufficiently large to accommodate the entire com- 
munity ; above all, the College chapel, originally built when the community did 
not exceed one-third of its present number, is entirely inadequate to the accom- 
modation of the present community, besides being of a style quite unsuited, as 
well to the general character of the building, as, indeed, to the requirements of 
an ecclesiastical college, an important function of which is to educate the stu- 
dents in sacred ceremonial, and to form them to just notions of church archi- 
tecture and decoration.” 

We learned with great regret from the report of the President, that the- 
trustees have been. constrained to make some retrenchments in the dietary of the 
students ; and having inquired the cause, we were informed that it has become a 
matter of necessity in consequence of the very high rate of provisions, especially 
of meat, at present and for a considerable time past, to diminish the quantity of 
butter at breakfast, and to withdraw altogether the allowance of beer at dinner. 
The sum of 28 l., allocated 19 years ago, when the price of meat was, at least, 
one-third lower than at present, has, we are informed, proved insufficient to 
provide on the . former scale of dietary for the commons and other necessaries 
of a student. The President informed us that no change has been made since 
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the last visitation in the general course of studies, hut that the entrance course 
has been somewhat modified, and that a considerable portion of the entrance 
examination at present consists of written answers to questions in Greek, Latin, 
and English grammar ; in Latin and Greek composition ; in arithmetic, algebra, 
and geometry ; and in history and geography. 

The following is the entrance examination card as at present arranged : — 



Revised Entrance Course, to come into use on and after 25th August 1864. 



All Candidates for entrance, in addition to a viva voce Examination, will he required to 
undergo a Preliminary Examination, which will be conducted in writing. 

For Admission to the Class of Humanity. 

■ 1 . — Examination Papers. 

Candidates for the Humanity Class at the General Entrance Examination or that of 
9th September, will he required to answer in writing on the following subjects : — 

Latin grammar. English composition. 

Greek grammar. Elementary arithmetic. 

English grammar. Geography. 

Latin composition. 

Candidates presenting themselves at the November examination, will be required, in 
addition, to answer in algebra as far as the end of the four rules. 

Candidates at the January or March examination, will he required to answer in algebra, 
as far as simple equations inclusively. 

2. — Viva Voce Examination. 

Candidates for the Humanity Class are liable to examination in two Greek and two 
Latin hooks, one prose and one poetry in each language ; all four hooks to be selected by 
the candidate from the following list; in which, as. well as in the lists for rhetoric and 
logic, each number is to be considered as equivalent to a single book: 

Cajsaris Commentarior, de Bello Gallico, Lib. i., ii., iii. 

Virgil ii Eel ogee ; and iEneidos, Lib. i., ii. 

Horatii Epistolar, Lib. i., ii. 

Sallustii Catilina and Jugurtba ; together with Ciceronis Orationes in 
Catilinam, Lib. i., ii., iii., iv. 

Novum Testamentum Greece ; E vang. Sec. S. J oannem. 

Luciani Dialogi (The Dialogues comprised in Walker’s Selection). 
Xenophontis Cyropcediee, Lib. i., ii. 

Homeri Uiados, Lib. i. 



For the Class of Rhetoric. 

1 . — Examination Papers. 

Candidates for rhetoric, at the general examination, or that of 9th September, will be 
required to answer in writing on the following subjects, in addition to those required 
from candidates for the humanity class : — 

1. — History. 

The history of Greece, either of the following periods, at the choice of the candidates, 
viz., from the first Persian Invasion to the Battle of Leuctra, or from the commencement 
of the Peloponnesian War to the destruction of Corinth. 

The history of Rome, either of the following periods, viz., from the foundation of 
Rome to the first Civil War ; or from the establishment of the Republic' to tbe Battle of 
Actium. 

2. — Science. 

• Algebra, as far as quadratic equations, inclusively. 

Candidates for rhetoric, presenting themselves at the November examination, will be 
required, in addition, to answer in Darr5’s Elements of Geometry, as far as the theory of 
parallel lines, or in Euclid’s Elements, Book i. 

25 . a 3 Candidates 



rl. 

2 . 

Latin 3. 



Greek -< 



- 1 . 

2 . 

\i 
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Candidates at the January or March examination, will be required to answer in 
Darre’s Elements of Geometry, as far as the theory of proportional lines, or in Euclid’s. 
Elements, Books i. and ii. 



2. — Viva Voce Examination. 



Candidates for the rhetoric class are liable, in addition to what is required from 
candidates for humanity, to examination in two Latin and two Greek books, one prose, 
and one poetry, in each language; all four to be selected by themselves from the 
following li6t : — 



1. Latin 



2. Greek 



Ciceronis Orationes, De Lege Manilia, Pro Arcliia, and Pro Milone. 
Horatii Odar, Lib. i., ii. ; and Satirar, Lib. i., ii. 

Livii Historiarum, Lib. i., ii., hi. 

Virgilii iEneidos, Lib. iii., iv., v., vi. 

Ciceronis Epistolce Selects (Arnold’s edition). 

Homeri lliados, Lib. iii., iv., v. 

Xenophontis Expeditionis Cyri, Lib. i., ii. 

Platon is Apologia Socratis. 

Euripides Hecuba. 



For the Class of Logic. 

1 . — Examination Paper's. 

Candidates for logic will be required to answer in writing on the following subjects, in 
addition to those required from candidates for rhetoric, and those required from candi- 
dates for humanity : — 



1. — History. 

1. The History of Ireland. 

2. The History of England ; either of the following periods : — 

From the Roman Invasion to the reign of Henry VIII., or from the reign of Henry II. 
to the accession of Queen Victoria. 



2. — Science. 

Darre’s Elements of Geometry, or Euclid’s Elements, Books i., ii., iii., iv., and vi. 



2. — Viva Voce Examination. 

Candidates for the logic class, at the general entrance examination, or that of 9th 
September, are liable, in addition to what is required from candidates for rhetoric, to 
sxamination in two Latin and two Greek books, one prose, and one poetry, in each 
language ; all four to be selected by the candidate from the following list : — 

/ 1. Ciceronis De Officiis. 

2. Orationes Pro Ligario, and Philippics, Lib. i., ii. 

1 T.ntin I 3* Taciti Annalium, Lib. i., ii., iii. 

1 4. Vh-gilii Georgica, and ASneidos, Lib. vii., viii. 

5. Liyii Historiarum, Lib. iv., v. 

6. Horatii Odar, Lib. iii., iv. ; and De Arte Pceticd. 

/I. Novum Testamentum Greece. Evang, Sec. S. Lucam; and Acta 
Apostolorum. 

2 Greek Homeri lliados, Lib. vi.., vii. , viii. 

j 3. Demosthenis Orationes, Philippics, Lib. i., ii. ; and De Corond. 

(4.- Sophoclis (Edipus Tyrannus. 

' 5. Longinus de Sublimi. 

Candidates for. logic presenting themselves at the November entrance, will be further 
examined in the Treatise De Logica, as far as De Argumentations, inclusively. 

Candidates for logic at the January examination, will be examined in the entire of the 
Treatise De Logica, and in the Treatise De Metaphysics!, as far as De Existentia Dei, 
inclusively. 

Candidates for logic at the March examination, will be further liable to examination 
in the section De Attributis Divinis, as far as De Immutabilitate Dei. 

For 
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Foe the Higheb Classes. 

A candidate for any higher class is examined in the course of the class immediately 
preceding that into which he seeks to be admitted, and in one Greek and one Latin book 
selected by him self. For theological candidates, the Greek book must be either one of the 
four Gospels, or the Acts of the Apostles. 

The entrance examinations are held at five stated periods ; viz., August 2oth and follow- 
ing days : September 9tli, November loth, January 15th, and the second Tuesday in 
March. 

In conclusion, We have to report to Your Majesty, that with the exceptions 
already made regarding the acommodation provided for the students, in the 
infirmary, the college chapel and the public ball, the result of our visitation 
has been satisfactory. 

(signed) Leinster. 

-f- Paul Cullen , Archbishop. 

Robert Peel, Bart. 

D. R. Pigot , c.b. 



2 5- 



A 4 
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